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Scaffolding Literacy Development for DHH Children: Reflections on the Composing of CSL-
Chinese Bilingual Books
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Qualitative Similarity Hypothesis (QSH) proposed that DHH children are comparable to their age-
matched hearing children in terms of developmental trajectories, errors made and strategies used
in spoken language reading and writing. Although, DHH children have retarded and delayed
development according to the quantitative data, they ultimately attain a level similar proficiency
as their hearing peers. (Paul, 2005) However, scaffolding is needed during the process. Deaf and
hard-of-hearing (DHH) children are early bilinguals in CSL and Chinese. CSL, as the most easily
learnt and first fully acquired language for DHH children, can offer a semantic scaffolding for DHH
children to develop their reading skills and help them comprehending Chinese. Based on this idea,
we've created and published two CSL-Chinese bilingual readings. They primarily focus on DHH
children’s reading skills and try to develop their signacy to serve as a language scaffolding for
literacy.

“KF/NF - FAVE—FETIER" aims at pre-school and early school aged DHH children. It
includes 9 picture books, 1 teacher’s book and 1 student’s book. “H e F1E A % (FIFAR)
targets DHH students in primary and secondary schools and consist of three editions including
“FABWIN ", “FAEIRICIE” and “F1EIFE1F". In general, characteristics of the two set of books
are listed below:

To begin with, the philosophy in compiling the books is that sign language input comes first.
We consider sign language as a scaffolding to support the development of early Chinese reading
and writing, and emphasize the use of sign language by teachers as an accessible language for
students in Chinese teaching. Specifically, in “AXF/NF : KAVE—EFIEH”, “100 PEFHLF
F-1E1H” contributes to the enlightenment of CSL, and the other 9 bilingual picture books help
DHH children to build up connections from signs to meaning and from signs to text.

Secondly, in terms of teaching strategy, Scaffolding and Zone of Proximal Development
should be taken as the theoretical basis. Students should first master the phonological knowledge
in sign language before we jump in to help with their development of sign language and Chinese
reading skills. Since sign language nursery rhymes and sign language poems exquisitely present
the phonological structure of sign language (e.g. handshape, movement, and location), through
learning the above, DHH children can develop their language intuition, strengthen their
phonological awareness, and feel the beauty of the language. Subsequently, they can use this as
scaffolding to learn characters, words, sentences and develop their reading skills. At the same
time, they will be able to map the sign language concepts to written texts.

Moreover, in terms of presentation, multi-modal information is made accessible to DHH
children including colorful drawings, sign language pictures, written Chinese and sign language
videos of words and phrases, stories, poems as well as nursery rhymes to offer them a multi-
media learning experience. The books have integrated 100 sign language nursery rhymes and
100 teaching plans for kindergarten themed activity into the characters and plots in the picture
books, in order to provide the front-line teachers read-made in-class teaching kit.
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